
The tour to Machu Picchu was a really good trip although expensive.   It was very intense and tiring.  
Most days we were up at 4 or 5 and going until 7 or 8 in the evening.  The days were highly scheduled 
and we had very little time on our own.  Two more days would have been wonderful, but would have 
made it even more expensive.  I am sure I could have booked it myself for less, but it was easier to 
have everything handled by the cruise line.  We saw a lot and they took very good care of us.  The 
hotels were 4 and 5 star and most of the meals were very good.  We had good breakfasts each 
morning in the hotels.  You needed to be in fairly good shape since we had lots of steps and walking.  
A few people in our group had trouble getting around and while the tour director tried to make 
accommodations for them, I think they had a hard time.  

We left the ship Sunday at 8:30 and took a bus to the terminal.  The baggage pick up felt a little 
disorganized since we had trouble finding the tag for our luggage tag color.  We had trouble finding 

our group, too, but that may have been us 
since everyone else found them.  Our tour 
director, Lucero, was very upbeat and well 
organized.  We had a bus ride from Valparaiso 
to the Sheraton Santiago that took about 2 
hours.  We had one stop on the road for coffee 
and restrooms.  We didn't have any touring on 
the way to Santiago. We arrived about 11:30. 
The hotel provided juice and cookies while we 
were checking in.  All of the check-ins for the 
hotels were a little slow.  The hotels had to 
have copies of our passports and would not let 
Lucero email them or provide them ahead of 
time.  The rooms were not ready that early, so 

we had lunch and then went to our room.  The Hop On Hop Off bus stops right outside the Sheraton, 
so we bought tickets from the office in the lobby 
(http://www.turistik.cl/en/productos/santiagoturistik/index.htm).  The HOHO bus gives a good 
overview of the city.  We rode the bus to the old center of the city, the Plaza des Armas.  We walked 
around the plaza and saw the colonial 
government buildings and cathedral.  It is a 
beautiful city.  We also walked to the old 
Market.  It would have been fun to have lunch 
there.  Then we walked to the Plaza 
Constitucion and saw the Palacio Moneda 
where the President's offices are.  We found 
the HOHO bus and took it back to the hotel.  
We were able to see quite a lot of the city in a 
short time.  The bus spends a lot of time in a 
newer area that we could have skipped.  We 
went to Plaza Azul for dinner as a group.  
Dinner was great:  pisco sours, empanadas, 
tilapia or salmon, and dulce de leche crepes. 

Monday we were up at 5 for our flight to Lima.  We had to check in individually.  Lucero kept track of 
everyone.  The airports were all a little chaotic, so it was nice to have someone telling us where to go 
and what to do.  She helped with the check in process by getting us to the front of the line when 
necessary and providing a list of all of us with our reservation numbers to the check in agents.  We 

http://www.turistik.cl/en/productos/santiagoturistik/index.htm


went through immigration and customs in Lima.  Our first stop was the Larco museum for lunch and 
a tour.  The risotto we had was okay.  Meals everywhere were slow, but I think that is part of South 
American culture.  The tour of the museum was well done.  It has thousands of Pre-Columbian 
artifacts: pottery, jewelry, and figures including a collection of erotic art.  Then we did a city tour by 

bus and on foot.  Lima has a beautiful old town.  We 
stayed at the Hotel Melia Lima which was very nice.  
The staff was helpful and the rooms were comfortable.  
The neighborhood near the embassies is very safe, but 
there are not many places around to eat or shop.  The 
hotel restaurant was good, but on the more expensive 
side.  The bar where we had dinner served small plates 
that were very good, especially the Peruvian sampler.  

The hotel stored our excess luggage, so we were down 
to one bag and our carryons when we left on Tuesday.  
We were up at 5 again.  The flight to Cusco took about 

an hour.  We could really feel the over 11,000 ft 
altitude in Cusco.  We had coca candy and the 
hotels had coca tea to help prevent altitude 
sickness. Shops at the airport sold oxygen 
bottles.  We took buses into Cusco and toured 
Koricancha/Santo Domingo, a Catholic church 
built on the remains of an Incan temple.  The 
Incan construction is amazing.  In the temple, 
the blocks are so well made that they fit 
together without mortar and with no space 
between.  The Inca walls stand up to 
earthquakes that destroy the Colonial buildings.  
Then we drove through the Sacred Valley to 
Pisac for the local market and tourist market.  There were lots of things to see and buy.  We had a 

snack on the bus and then shortly after we 
stopped for a very good buffet lunch at Muna 
Restaurant.  The food was mainly Peruvian, 
even cuy (guinea pig).  The location in the 
countryside was lovely.  Then we went to 
Ollantaytambo and toured the archaeological 
site.  All through the Sacred Valley you can see 
hillsides that the Inca terraced for agriculture.  
At Ollantaytambo, you can walk up through 

terraces to a ceremonial center at the top of a hill.  It 
looks steep, but if you take it easy, it is not bad.  
Another tourist market was just outside the walls.  
We then drove back to Yucay to the Sonesta Hotel 
Posada del Inca.  The hotel in an old monastery and 
beautiful, but we didn't get to see much of it since it 
was dark when we arrived and dark when we left the 



next morning.  We ate dinner in the bar where a musician was playing local pipes, much different 
than the Peruvian musicians that seem to be in every city in the world.  I bought some baby alpaca 
scarves in the gift shop. 

Wednesday we went to Machu Picchu.  We had another 5 am wake up.  We took buses to Urubamba 
and caught the train to Aguas Caliente, just outside Machu Picchu.  We took the Vista Dome train 
which was very comfortable and included a snack each way.  The train ride is gorgeous, along the 
Urubamba River and through the mountains.  The river was really high and wild.  We saw the 

beginning of the Inca Trail.  We took a bus from 
the train station to the entrance of Machu 
Picchu.  The guides divided us up by physical 
ability for this tour which I wish they had done 
earlier.  Darwin, our guide in the site, had been 
guiding there for 31 years and was very good.  
Our tour lasted about 3 hours.  We walked all 
over the area.  When we arrived everything was 

clouded over but throughout the day the clouds 
would break away and then reform.  It made for a 
very eerie, but beautiful day. We had rain 
periodically.  The valley is beautiful and would be 
worth seeing even without the ruins.  The Inca 
construction is amazing.  The one major 
disappointment with the whole tour happened 

here.  According to our original itinerary we 
were supposed to have lunch at the Sanctuary 
Hotel at the site and then have more time on 
the site on our own.  Instead we left the site and 
had lunch in town, so we were not able to 
wander the ruins on our own at all.  Instead we 
had time in town, which was not worthwhile.  
The lunch at the Cafe Inkaterra was good, but 

we would rather have had no lunch and more time in 
Machu Picchu.  The town is very touristy.  We took the 
train back to Urubamba. The crew performed a native 
dance and an alpaca clothing fashion show.   We were 
supposed to take the train all the way to Cusco, but 
they were having problems with the tracks, so we took 
the bus to Cusco from Urubamba.  We stayed at the 
Novatel in Cusco, again a very nice hotel in a great 



location, but we didn't see much of it.  We had dinner in the hotel and then walked to the plaza and 
around a little.  The shops were just closing around 10:00.  Cusco seems like a very interesting place, I 
wish we had had more time there. 

Thursday was the last official day of the tour.  We slept in until 6!  We visited some very interesting 
ruins at Saqsaywaman just outside Cusco.  Again we saw the huge blocks of stone fitted tightly 

together.  Some alpacas were grazing in the area.   
We flew back to Lima and returned to the Hotel 
Melia Lima where we had a farewell lunch.  Lucero 
helped us with our plans for the next day.  Our flight 
didn't leave until evening, so we had the whole next 
day on our own.  We spent the afternoon wandering 
around the area near the hotel.  We saw some 
beautiful houses, with lots of security everywhere.  
We saw a couple of places we could have eaten, but 
we ended up having a very good dinner at the hotel.   
I had ravioli, with a Peruvian filling and sauce. 

Friday's breakfast at the hotel was included with the 
tour.  We were able to say goodbye to Michael and Judy with whom we had spent a lot of time on 
the tour and who had been at our table on the ship.  We really enjoyed their company.   We checked 
out and left our bags at the hotel.   We took a taxi to Mira Flores which is a lovely area along the 
coast with lots of restaurants, hotels, and 
shopping.  We stopped first at some tourist 
shops.  As we were walking around we saw a 
sign to the pre-Inca site, Huaca Pucullana.  We 
walked there and took a very good tour.  Then 
we had a nice lunch at Cafe Haiti at an outdoor 
table.  We walked the rest of the way to the 
Larco Mar area right on the cliff overlooking the 
ocean.  We walked along the coast and then had 
a drink and shopped a little in the shopping 
center and had one last ice cream.  The ice 

cream was wonderful everywhere on the trip, 
especially the dulce de leche.  We got back to the 
hotel in the afternoon and had some wine before 
our shuttle to the airport.  We had a great last day.  
It was nice to have some time on our own to do 
what we wanted.   

Our flights and connections all went well.  Our bags 
did miss the connection in Dallas, but the airline 
delivered them to us that evening.  We had a 
wonderful trip, but it was really exhausting. 


