
SHIP  

In November 2010 we took an eleven day Ultimate Caribbean Cruise on the Celebrity Equinox.  We 
left from and returned to Fort Lauderdale and visited Cozumel; Roatan; Puerto Limon, Costa Rica; 
Colon, Panama; Cartagena, Columbia; and Grand Cayman along with four sea days.  We purchased 
our air fare through the cruise line so they flew us in a day early.  We spent the night at the Sheraton 
Fort Lauderdale Airport.  We were very unhappy with the scheduling of our flights through Atlanta, 
both going and returning.  We had less than an hour layover each way and had to change terminals.  
We missed our flight on the way home.  If I had it to do over, I would have requested a change in 
schedule or booked flights myself.  The Sheraton is a nice hotel.  We had a light dinner in the bar and 
ate breakfast at the buffet in the morning.  The food was fine, fairly standard hotel food on the 
expensive side.  Options for eating are very limited unless you take a cab.  It is a mile to the nearest 
restaurant.   

Celebrity picked us up at the airport and delivered us to the hotel on Sunday.  Monday they picked us 
up around noon and delivered us to the port.  The transfers went smoothly.  Boarding was a little 
slow.  The Equinox had just finished a transatlantic crossing and we had heard that with the various 
inspections, boarding might be held up.  When we arrived at the pier the line was long and not 
moving.  When it finally started to move, check in went fairly quickly.  I would recommend arriving 
later, around 1:30 or 2:00, for boarding. 

Equinox is a beautiful ship, but we do not like it as well as we do the smaller Millennium Class ships.  
The ship feels really cut up.  Entry to the main dining room is aft on Deck 3 and 4 with no good 

gathering place for people waiting to go to 
dinner.  We missed the Rendezvous 
Lounge for that gathering place and for the 
large dance floor.  Before each sitting for 
dinner the dance band played in the Grand 
Foyer on Deck 3, but the dance floor was 
very small so dancing was difficult.  The 
dance floor was in the middle of the traffic 
pattern, so people coming down the steps 
bumped 
into the 
dancers.  
The 

Passport bar, Guest Relations, and Shore Excursions were also in the 
same small area.  Deck 4 has the Martini Bar and Cellar Masters 
outside the entry of the dining room, but that area was also really 
crowded.  The Casino and some shops are on the other side of the 
Martini Bar going forward.  The Entertainment Court is just before 
the theatre.  This area wasn't used very much.  The Quasar Bar was 
almost always empty unless a contest was being held.  It is set up for 
a DJ, so the bands and musicians could not perform there.     

A large part of Deck 5 aft is taken up with the Specialty Restaurants.  
We didn't eat there, but we did walk through.  They are beautiful 
rooms.  Michaels Club and the Ensemble Lounge are in this area.  They both had music at various 
times, but no dance floor.  Michaels Club was pretty deserted except when the pianist was 
performing.  Bistro on 5 and the Cafe Al Bacio and Gelateria are next as you go forward.  They form a 



very nice space.  The gelato was great (extra charge for the gelato, specialty coffees and teas, and the 
Bistro).  The rest of the shops, the art gallery and photo gallery are forward just before the theatre.   
We used the Online@Celebrity computers but not the wireless.  The card room and library 
overlooked the atrium which was nice.  It made them more open. 

In the theatre, we attended the production shows, Broadway Dream and Remix which were pretty 
standard musical variety shows.  The third production show was a Cirque de Soleil type show with 
acrobatics, music, and dance.  It was very well done.  It is amazing that the same performers from the 

musical variety shows were also the performers for this 
show.  The sound was terribly loud, for all the shows.  The 
other shows were the standard magician, ventriloquist, 
comedian, and musician.  We enjoyed the acapella group, 
Sound Decision, and the dance band, Headlines.  The jazz 
quartet, Azure, was good also.  Several solo artists performed 
around the ship.  A number of small musical shows were 
performed in various places on the ship. The spaces available 
did not fit the groups and performances very well.  Often 
there were many more people than available seats.  Milos 
Radakovic gave talks on wildlife and nature.  He was on 

Infinity with us the previous year.  He is very informative and fun.   

Deck 12 has the pools, spa and fitness centers, and the solarium.  The 
solarium pool was very nice.  There were plenty of lounges, but of course 
they were not all around the pools, some were on the balcony above the 
pool.  Deck 14 (no Deck 13) had the Oceanview cafe and bar.  We loved 
sitting outside on the aft deck at the Oceanview Bar.  We ate from the 
Mast Grill a couple of times - there is hardly any seating so you have to 

take your food someplace else.  The 
burgers were pretty good.  The Sky 
Observation Lounge is wonderful.  
Unfortunately, they use it for the Captain's 
Club activities in the late afternoon, so it's 
not available to the rest of us.  The dance band plays there in the 
evening - slower stuff early and faster later.  It's really loud.  The lawn 
club on 15 is fun.  The grass gives a nice feel.  We enjoyed the Hot 
Glass Show which was very popular.  This area is a nice spot to relax 
and have a drink.  

We had a balcony cabin 
on Deck 6.  The bathroom 
has plenty of storage.  
The closet faces into the 
room which is a little 

unhandy for access.  The room seems to have less 
storage than Millennium class.  There is a shelf over the 
bed.  The bedside tables have open shelves instead of 
drawers.    The TV is a large flat screen.  Our room had 
the bed next to the balcony.  Others had the sofa next to 
the balcony which was nicer.  



We ate dinner every night in the main dining room.  We 
enjoyed all the meals and our servers were great.  The 
service in the cabin and the dining room was very good.  
The food was very good in the dining room and buffet, not 
gourmet, but well prepared.  I like the use of islands in the 
buffet to spread the food out so you weren't standing in 
line so much.  You have to be a little careful about running 
into people.  They have gotten away from the midnight 
buffets.  Instead they did a brunch buffet on sea days which 
was very nice - eggs, cold seafood, desserts, hot entrees, ice 
carvings. The officers really make an effort to interact with 

the passengers.   

 

PORTS 

Our first stop after a sea day was Cozumel.  We did a 
Mayan Ruins and Playa Mia excursion.  The tour to the 
ruins was very good.  They are not as big as Tulum, 
but still interesting.  Lots of mosquitoes and iguanas.  
Playa Mia is a beach resort with lots of water toys that 
is very popular with cruisers.  The swimming area is 
fairly small.  I snorkeled and saw some fish in an area 
with some artificial reef.  It was fine for me, but not 
very exciting for experienced snorkelers.  It looked like 
the only food available was a buffet.  We were only 

there for about an hour, so we weren't interested in 
eating.  We got back to the ship around noon, changed and 
took a cab into town.  The area right at the dock has a 
number of shops, but it is easy to get a cab into town.  You 
could also walk, but it's a pretty long walk.  We had lunch 
at Casa Denis, which was good, and walked around.  It is a 
pleasant town with lots of tourist shops and bars.  Los 
Cinco Soles has lots of good things to buy.  Local Mariachi's 
performed on the ship when we got back. 

We stopped next at Roatan.   It is a beautiful island and not highly developed.  We docked at Coxen 
Hole.  It poured all day so many of the excursions were canceled.  
Our excursion unfortunately was not canceled.  We did the 

Hiker's Ridge and it was 
tough.  The trail was very 
steep and with all the 
rain, really slippery with 
ankle deep red mud.  It 
wasn't much fun.  Local 
dancers performed at 
the pier.  The pier has a few shops and you can walk into 
town.  There are a few more shops right outside the dock, 



but you really need to walk farther into town and it was raining too hard for us to do that.   

We had another sea day and then docked at Puerto Limon, Costa Rica.  It was raining again, but not 
pouring, so we were able to walk around.  We had the 
morning free so we walked into town.  A large park is close to 
the ship and from there you can walk into town.  A number 
of tourist shops were close to the pier but as you got farther 
away it felt 
like a real 
town.  We 
saw their 
cathedral 
which was 

interesting since it was very modern.  The original 
Colonial church had been torn down except for the 
bell tower.  We wandered around and saw the local 

market and 
produce and 
fish stands on the street.  In the afternoon we took a great 
tour to the Tortuguero Canals and a banana processing 
plant.  We got to taste wonderful lady finger bananas.  The 
banana plant was much more interesting than we expected, 
getting bananas to us is complicated.  We saw a lot of 
wildlife on the boat trip in the canals: birds, monkeys, and 
sloths.  

The next day we docked in Colon, Panama.  The area around the dock is pretty industrial and 
commercial.  We had a full day tour so we didn't walk 
around much.  There is a plaza right outside the pier with 
a few shops.  Our tour was the Grand Tour of Panama.  
We had passed through the canal the year before so we 
were looking forward to getting onto the lake from a 
smaller boat and seeing some wildlife.  We had an hour 
bus ride to Gamboa Resort where we got on a small boat 
for a tour through Gatun Lake.  We saw lots of birds, 
some sloths and a semi-tame monkey.  We returned to 
the 
resort 

and visited the Embera Indian Village.  It was set up 
for tourists but still interesting.  They had some 
crafts for sale.  On the way back to the ship we 
stopped at Gatun Locks so we could see the 
operation of the locks from the land side.  The tour 
was fine, just not outstanding.  They provided a 
terrible box lunch.  My parents took the tour of 
Panama City which they really enjoyed.   



We visited Cartagena, Columbia the next day.  A great 
dancing group was at the pier when we arrived.  We had 
made connections with another cruiser who organized a 
private tour of the city with Claudia Vidal which was 
very good.  We were able to get to areas like La Popa 
monastery that we were not able to get to on a ship's 
tour.  Cartagena has some beautiful areas and amazing 
Colonial architecture.  It is a huge city, so we only saw a 
small part.  We felt very comfortable.  I always wish we 
had more time.   

Another sea day, then we tendered at Grand Cayman.  As 
always there were several ships in the harbor.  We did the 
Cultural Express Tour which was very interesting, but was really 
express.  We didn't spend nearly enough time at the Botanical 
Gardens or Pedro St. James both of which would have been 
worth several hours. We had lunch at Beaches which was so-so.  
We did find a nice local ice cream shop, Seaside Ice Cream 
Parlor.  

Then we had another day at sea and back to Fort 
Lauderdale.  We could see Cuba from the ship.  
That's a cruise part I am looking forward to someday.  


